ROAD TEST & 24-HOUR TEST:

HONDA CB90OF

You Don't Have to Envy the Europeans Anymaore.




I Hirsl glance, Honda's long-
awaied CES00F may be misiak-
an for a CBTS0F, and ithe be-

nodder may assume thal the naw BO0F
ie nothing more than a 7Y50F with
hogged-out cylinder bores, an ol cool
er and different paint, Mot 5o Included
in the st of items on the S00F which
ditfer from the 750 are engine, engine
maunting systen, carbs, exhaust sys-
lem, gearbox, drive chain, tires,
shocks, front suspension, frama

handlabar and saddle. These changes
gdd up 1o more than 8 simple imprave-
ment in perlormanca. The CBS00F not
only goas tastar than the 750F but is
gleo smoother and mofe comlortakble
and, yes, i even handles batter
Once you'va ridden the CBH00F,
you 'l knaw that this s tha beig bike thal
sporiing riders have baen waiting for
from Honda since 1972, when Kawa-
saki eclipsed the Honda 750 tour by in-
traducing the 903cc Z-1. Since that
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time, Honda's entries into the one-liter
class have always bean single-faceted
machines which never quile pos-
sessed the broad appeal of a good
sparts-touring bike, The GL1000, in-
troduced in 1875, was & pure fourer.
The six-cylinder CBX which surfaced
in 1978 was a high-performance ma-
chine that wasn't really sultable for
gither touring or tackling twisty roads.

Then we heard about the CES00F. It
wias released in Europe Iwo years ago
il the: sama time that tha new twin-cam
Honda 7505 were unvaled here, and
it's assantially the same angine design
and uses the same bore centers. The
design of this DOHC four-gylinder &n-
gine was originally infended to be
used as either & 750 or & %00, 5o this
isn't & strumg-oul 750

The 300 first came to America lasl
year In the shaft-drive CBE00 Cuslam
Thera was still no word of the S00F,
and some sporting riders gave up
hope, beleving that Honda wouldn't
S|l two 9008 here, especially since the
Custom version is aimed dead-centar
al the Amencan marka)

Parhaps Honda walted (o bring the
800F 10 America untll they were sure
they had a markel for it Maybe they
wanted 1o give those 40,000 CBYS0F
owngrs somathing to move up o, or
periape they finally hed a clear hols
for a bg-bore sporting bike since the
CBX, which now carnes a small faining
and saddlebags, has moved fram ihe
pure-performance to the performance-
fouring category. Or maybe they sim-
ply wanied 1o walt and Americanize
the CEBS00F. Whatever the réason, the
waait s ownar

After reading and heering so much
ahout the CB300F from Europe during
the pasi (wb years, we wene delighted
ta hear that the 900F was al B com-
ing to Americe and doubly pleasad
that Moforcychist would have the op-
portunity to be the first publication fo
tesl 1§ We alo decided o cook up
something special lor the occaskon. In
addition to our uswal testing venue-—
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siresl riding, highway cruising, can-
yon-road charging and acceleration
messurament—we aArranged to spend
2& howrs shrieking the %00's angine al
redline and grinding away its foaipags
al Willow Springs Raceway

Wa had sevaral reasons for sub.
moting the CBS00F 1o 24 howrs of pun-
ishment al Wilow. Honda has bean
pushing the bike's endurance-racing
heritage (much of the development of
this angine design was dong in Hon-
da’s successTul RCB endurance
raadracars), amd a full-gill 24-hour
charge around Willow Springs is &
geeod ghori-ferm tesi of whether Ihe
CHSMIF aciually lives up 1o the stand-
ards of durability sel by its racing rela-
tves, & second reason tor this sorl of
testing is-10 sae whelhar the S00F
malches & raputation as a sporiing
maching; Willow Springs & considerad
the definitive high-spead handling
course Thirdly, Motorcpelist conduct-
ed B 2d4-hour test of the Suzuki
GE51000 at Willow when that bike was
first released, for our March 1878 is-
gue. The chain-drive GS1000 has bean
discontinuad for 1887, and 1he
CBYMF is her-apparent 1o lis special
glat in fhee market, a big bike for riders
wio value handling abeove ail bl also
demangd & wali-rounded package. Fi-
nally, & tull night and day of racing-
spesd riding around Willow Springs
would be fun. It would be especially
tun if the Amerncan version of the Hon-
di CBA00F fved up to the reputalion
it has developed across the Allantic

Notes from & tesfer; Smoothness.
Amazing smoothress, This hard-rym-
ning corpar-charger is al leasi as
smogth as the Gold Wing. It haz tha
sama glassy-smoofh feel as the Yama-
ha XSTT04. §'s much, much smooiher
tharn the CAFSOF, which iz predly vibira-
tion-free aiready

Amaricanizing the CBA00F didn'i
mean stepped seals or small tanks, Ev-
ery important difference we can find
batwean the 1581 CBA00FE brought to
America and fhe 1980 CBA0OFA and
the 19078 CB9MIFZ sobd In Europe isan
improvameni 1o thé Amencan ma-
chine. Parhaps the most signiticant of
thesa changes is rubbec-mounting tha
engine, as was done with the CEOGD
Custom. However the forces created
with the F's chain final drive presanted
some probems that Honda didn't have
to contend with on the shaft-drive Gus-
tom. The chain-drive powerplant is
pullsd to tha rear during aoccelerabon,

iho bike's cwn fghts
were the only night flghis, Rich shol the
e Jubl

Honda uses spacial front mounis for
the DOHC four-cylinder anging

The F's 801 7cc engine is identical
to the 900 Custom's. same camshalts,
8. 8:1 compression ralio. 16 valves,
32mm CV carbs, 64 5mm bore [com-
pared to B2mm in the P507 and 68mm
stroke {alsn G2mm in the 700 The
differances botwean the F and C drive-
frains are in the exhausl sysiems,
gearboxes and linal drives. The F has
kightar, more athcient four-into-twa ax-
haust plumbing instead of four indpod-
udl pipes as on the Custom, The F's
muftlers are glso ditterent that the Eu-
ropEan version, having a cross-over
pipe which the Europesan model lacks:
and are significanily diflersni than the
T50F's sxhaust systam too.

Tha G00F has ils own iransmission
ratias and tacks the Cusiom's dual-
range feature for il live-speed goar-
bax, Ared of gourse the F has g Mo 530
chain instead of a shafl final drive
Thia is the same O-ring chain used on
thia CHX, and r's made of slightly more
durable material than the T50's chain

Tester's comment s this fransmis-
sign a crash-hox?

As dalivered, the CBS00F s gear-
shifting was downright bad. Aboul ev-
ary fifth shift, it sither 1aiked 10 engage
the mext gear or popped bask oul of
gear when powar was applied, | was
imposaible bo keep the iansmission in
gear far a full run at the dragstrip until
ihe laver was lowered a nolch. Even
then it had o be worked so toarcefully
frat thae shitt-bever rubber was pushed
off im a few rens. Oddly @nough the
fransmession worked pratty well al Wil
low. Wa still missed some shifts, but
fewer than wa sxpecied

Back on the aireel, || shilted shghily
better after 24 houwrs of shilting saven
io tan tirmas a minute than || had be-
fore the racetrack session bagan
However, ks shifting during straet rid-
ing could never be termed good. Even
with 3000 miles an e bike we sEill had
plenty of chances to impress street-
corner an-lokers with: our experiige
when the engine suddenly sang to 14
millicn rpm &8 the ransmission sprung
ot of gear or whan we tried to grind
it bowdly into the nexl cog. Sinoe tha
S00F uses the same transmission
fawnd in Honda fours since the inven-
tion ot the poppet vale, we put the
S00e froubles down 1o lever location,
shift-shaft-lo-fodtpeg relationship and
the warkings of various linkages Tha
linkage used with the rearset foalpegs
in the Sport Contral Kit might improve
matters (a5 i did with the TS50 How-
ever, with the siock pegs, onoe you'va
repogilicned the lewer, the only solu-
tion is 1o shift farcetully and positivaly

The rest of the driveline is just fine.
The clutch & smooth and lkght, and
even though it developad a gronking
noise durirg high-rpm staris by he
and of the 24-nour racetrack session,

it still engaged smoothly. The S00F @
also mercifully free of the excessive
lash which we found so annoying in
ouir lest ol the Custom,

The fact that the CBS00F runs in ihe
magic 11-second bracket at the drag-
Glip wias almost overlooked in our con-
carn about the fransmission, COur offi-
ci@l timie, recorded by our staff drag-
sirip tester Jail Karr, i= 11 96 seconds
gt 112.4 mph, However, since Jefl had
beszn out of commession for the fwa
previous monihs with a broken anm,
FW. Gleason, 8 pro dragsirip launch-
artst, had run our strest bikes for Fab-
ruary and March tests. We figured that
Gleason was about two lenths of a
gecond quicker than Karr, which
wiksn't gquite true Gleason's beat fime
on the CBROOF was only 12-second
Quicker than Karr's at 11 84 seconds
and 112 8 mph

Mo matter wha rides i, the bike = 8
hal-rod and definitely the fastest 9040
so far. The best time ever recorded in
& road test of a stock 90dc; Kawasaki
wias 1219 seconds at 112 mph. The
G0 Custom and Suzuki GS850 are
firrmly sn the 12-second bracket.

Baking out in the deser, Willow
aprings has neither willows nor
spripgs. The racelrack /s & hin rithan
af asphalf, 2.6 mips around, stretched
out on a bieak deser hillside near Ro-
samond, Calformia, nof far from Ed-
wargs Air Force Basa, i costz 31500 fo
rent axclusive use of this barren lite
strip of paverment for 24 howrs (Taik
atowpt mffation—that's over thres fimes
the 1978 price.) You suply your own
food. lighis, sheitar, gas, pif creaw, in-
surance end ambulance,

The CBS0OF came off the produc-
tian lime and was prompily air-
fraighted io Los Angeiss for our fest
Uinfarfunalely, o s arrived late, pul-
ting us on 8 hght schedule. We had a
choice’ slaft the 2d-hour lest al 500
pm pnd avaning or war unhl sevaral
days fater. Alfthough no one relshed
the idea of fearning or relearming e
frack at mighf, we seitted for the 500
pom. starfing fme I fuined aul fo be
a safistactory choice because we had
good weather (a rarily in that par of
thir dhesart) with no Shrong winds, 58-
vers cold or exheuvsting heal. Best of
all, we had a full moon and a clear shy,
although the nighttimes temperatures
dropped down info the 40s (withowd
thir T20-mph wind-chill factor)

We'd planned on renning the Bbike
absolutely standard with only the mir-
rors remmoved. But then Technical Edi-
tor Minfon, who hates fo ses any mo-
tevoycie Joft sfock, faiked us nio re-
placing tha stock headiight bulb with
fha Charam B0 TO0wall bulb discussad
in fhe accompanping sidebar. Af the
fast minute, we also decided fo remowe
the uncomfariable passanger grab
sirap amd the sidesfand. The center-
sland, which @& very sasy fo host the
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it gy thing you might have wishad

for trom tha Europeaan CBHODF i
IMa AMarkcan version Moks is rearsel foot
controls, pegs and a low handinbar, Don'y
frat, Honda will sall you & convargion kit
for 1he bika, a8 ey do lor the CBTS0F
e CHE. To find ol how it goas an and
woarks, we oblained ong ol thess Sgart
Gontrgd Kits, A1 ha ma we 1esiad the
CBESI0F, the kil was not yed avallable for
it, =0 wo oblained g 750 Wi which we I6-
splled o A 1881 CETSF

The Sport Confral K s more 1han just
diffarent hamrdebars and loolpags. That
approach imevilably Maves you wilh o&-
Blas thal don'l route prapearly, kinked
brake hoses and wobbly linkage The
Honda kil consists of ol only low one-
Inch-rige handliahars and new foolpegs
Bl all {he pisces needed o conmsect Be-
arything as raatly as ha orginal agquip-
maent & new throtile assembly, clutch os
Ble, throfiks cables, ront brake hose, mul-
‘lDi'"-DlI'.l'll.'IB;l meends, shitt Ipver. ghif link-

Thmfhhlmmwﬂhm rbg:mumd.nuht:lnwn b the cables, wires and lool-
uropean bike's pleces, 84 spare paris are avallable,

m‘ ,EI“”"
tha kit Illﬂl the CETSOF aciuslly shified beiter ihan siock. {We added the sately

| wira) '!hl anghe of fhe bars wasn'l guite right for most of our stafl lesl riders,
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Want The Furopean 900F ?
Here's How To Get 1t.

age, braka pednl and varous fasiemnars

It btk ouir Tachnical Editar atodl an
haur and a hatl 1o et (he kil =0 anyane
shodld be abde to do i in lowr bours oF
Iass. Insltallation was straighiforsasd and
raquired na spacial lools The tank, saal
and hasdighl beam had o be removed 1o
hook up various componants. Gocd m
struafions and exploded-view drawings
help thé instaler, mnd whan tha jab s
compinind, the naw piaces ook like arigi
nad adipmant

The gntire stafl roce the kitted T50F and
agraad that 1he fomipeg position was a
magnt improeement (some called 11 pei-
fect) and mumn mprosed the seal's com-
forl. Al heghway speeds, the riding posi-
lion was considecably more comdortable
than tha siook American varsion The
nim-poimed shifter actually improved the
shalting, and we missed fewer shille than
on thee standasd 750F

Mo ane raaily liked 1he hendisbars, aven
thowgh we penarally prefar lowerise han-
diebars. The kil's bars saam o drop ol oo
sleap an angla, pulling excessisn pres
sprg on fhe outsioes of tha rider's hends
Handlehars are g vary individual isem, ard
Ena fiders aré bound 1o ke these How-
ever, the componants of ha KiY ahoob
work with any low-rige handiebars, so poal
can lind trars ko 1l your styie

The kittnd bike was nof a8 stable as a
Eocker, whkch surprissd those stafiers
who hadn'l ridden a simitarty aguipped
CEX with the sama problem On ke race
track, the Kitted 750 wobbled awen in &
Birasghl Line Al wary high speeds (wall aver
100 miph), and i fad less stabés while cor-
nedirg evan on the sfrest, Apparanily. ad-
difional changes are necedsary bo it
hack all of e F's famous siability whan
you install the Spart Condral Kit

Tha CATSOF kil carres Honda Code Mo
[MER52 and & sogpested ratail price of
315350 Thalt's fairty axpensive, eapecia-
Iy i yau have 10 sgerd another £15 for o
mat ol bars that suil you. ¥ou can get a -
tprant CBTS0F rearsel foofpag kil lar 505
from Rater's Supply. However, (hat sont
be as datailad or Iook a5 much like crginal
equrpment a8 me Honda kil You aisa
win'| be nble o order replacement pars
throusgh wour Hondka daader [Part nsmbars
for fne aces of the Kil are listed m hea ins
structions.) The SI0F kil shauld cast and
parhanm aboyl fhe saems. Thie Homda 5o
Contral KH 18 8 log-quahily, wedl detalbed
produs] and widl make your bk (except
for tha BE-mph spaadomaiar A replics o
A Europeaan version,

Ore mara thing. There's goang to ba-a
CHSO0 F2 imroduced in Evropa Inis paar
Excepl for he gobd-paintad ComStar
whaels, the primary diffarence betwasn o
and the LS. verglon i ils Tairing, which is
EEE e one on e 1807 CBX Honda sl
offer this . same fairing wilh paint and
brackals 1o malch tha CBBEOOF later this
wear. You don't hawve o eanvy the Eura-
[ARNS ANYMOra
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Twoa lbems which distinguish the 900F fram
the CBTS0 are the oil ocooler (abowe] and
Ihe rubbar-mounting ayetem lar i anglne
[bedty. Those mounls make 1he bike ex-
tremaly smooif. The front mounts were de-
signad wilh chalp-drive lorces In mind,

Although il dossn't make e brule lorque of an X51100, the CEI00 engine doas have mom

usable power than the TEOD. it carburets crisply. ond everythin
works smoothly. Shifting problams ara probiably dus 1o the rekat

excepl the Iranamisslon
ship between peg posi-

tion and anhith lever poaflbon, plval and angle. Shifler rubbar has tallen off hora,

That fronl-lender scoop lirel seen on 1he
‘1 CBTS0F k= claimed o direct alr on the
#i0's ol cooler. The S00's rear dampers
leok like Yamaha's old Thermo-Flow
shocks amnd workl very well, alb lney
Incraase unsprung woight. The S00F has (ts
own wo-inte-lour exhaust syslem and
sounds feroatier than ol ofhar Honda fours.

Mosl malilenance lasks on e BO0F are
simple and siraightiorward. The paper gr
fifter slement is aasy io resch, bt it must
b replaced afer several claanings,

tike onto. would be adequate for ow
neads. Flrally, we Blgg instailed a8
trook-tp for & Widder Leciric Vest in
anficipanaon of the coid mgnl wea Hrar

The Bika g B37 midas o i affer [ha
89 mide ride to the rack. Staffers Cox
Friagman, Karr and ¥Yregke wérg in
charge of riding dulies, They wara
foingd by thres members of Honda's
Progduct Research Deparfment—=8Bokb
Doormbos, Dirk 'Il"-E'.I'lll'E.".'l:l-E'l'g ang Jon
Row=—whao &l showed an admirabie
willingness fo wring the bike oul a%
hard as we did. Our pif crew consisted
of stafters Clark and Komball backad
up by Zeke Ghesecke and Marc Hem-
Swiarth

The rulas were Simple, g0 a5 fasf as
wou ke witnoul delibarataly ovar-ray-
wing the oongirg, Dtherwise, show it ne
paricular mency. That meant that we'd
all be lapping al mear-racrng
spaeds—within a second ar bwo of the
fagtesl each of Ws cowld Qo 8y the 20-
hour mark, Veeeke and Karr wers wag
ing 8 war fo see who cowld furn in the
Ffastes! lap e, We aiso haed & milea Qg
g.:-.al' The GS10M had gone 17633
iies ack 0 T97E, We wanhed fo go
fartter

We decided to siard with 15- fo 20-
mirrube odivag SMiffs to Qive 8yvaryons
soma practice bhefore it gof dark, Then
wie'd rige shinfa of 30 minufes fa an
R far five ragl of the brma

5o a few minutes after 500 nm
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camaras clicked, stopwaliches starmed
and the byy black ke haowhed imfo fum
arp singing s 9500-rpm 2ong

The first thing You notice on the
racefrack s the CBR00Fs handling

Daspite s hefly 5TH-pound wel
welght, the big F has all the slements
af tirst-class handling: efortless siser-
ing. precison, stabadiy and lots of cor-
nering clearance. Whathar inching
glong in tretic of Hying through Wil-
low's urn ekght at 125 mph, the S00F
siners with vary litlle atorlt, We were
surprised and pleased al how assily i
changes direction and how wall bal-
anced it fesks al spesds just this =ide
of reverse. When mosi hikes have you
dabbirg a fool 1o siay balanced, the
B#I0F feels secure

Thes low-spead managaability could
mean high-speed insiability, bul nol
wilth the BOOF, The CBTH0F 5 famais
for its sieady handling, and with besafi
er fork tubes {39mm instead of 37mm),
woder tires, resarvolr shocks and pos-
sibly (though no one 8l Hopda could
a3y lof sure), a strongee frame, the
S00F's chassis |15 even more Impres-
siva, The fork stanchion lubes arg the
sme sipg as the GL1100 fork tubes
used on last years Honda factory sup-
erbike roadracers

Omn the streef, the CES00F seams T
steer oo precisely (o e true You
don’'t have to guard against a tenden-
cy. to fall in desper in mid-lurn or Tight
o kesp ol le@ned aover when you mash
an the brakes Just point it whare you
wani to go, and the S goes around
Ihe cormer without a twitch, 1 also re-
sponds readily to direction changes

You can’l go fast enough on the
streat to make it show a suggestion of
Instability. The only way we avar gof |t
to avan hint at a wiggle was o chop
e Ihroile while runming ||1r|:|ugh ‘Wil-
fow's turn sight tapped out in top gear
{135 mph). Then | would waggle is
fadl just a hittle b, but not encugh 1o

svar alarm anybody. in fact, we barely
nabiced it alter a few laps

Far hot-lapping arcund the race-
Irfck, we st the Showa YHD shocks
on the stiffer of thelr two compression-
damping setlings and swilchad re-
bound-damping settings betwesn the
No. 2 Bnd 3 posilions with (airly egudl
results, The shocks nevar faded dur-
ing 24 hours of racelrack use and
pramise fo be quite durable—aven
more than the GS1000 dampars,
which were getiing tired by the end of
thedr trial al Willow, We setfled on the
middie shock pre-load pasition and 15
pai of air in the tork {which has a bal-
ance hose conneching the two kegs) by
the end of the raceirack auling

Mosl of our staffers, who hang ot
slighily or extremely while carmering
quickly, dragged fttle more than the
footpegs and Ihe corngs ol Ihe cen.
terstand fool on the racatrack: By
keaping our bodies n line with the
ke, we could nick e pipes and on
gocasian the dyno cover. Howaver
awen dragging the pegs requires some
pretly intense lean angles, especially
with some shock preload and 10 psi or
50 in the fork. The B00F has much
morg carnesing clearance than aver-
age for big sireset bikes

With that kind ol room fo lean, lires
get 8 real workout. The CBO00F comes
with either Dunlop of Bridgesione rukb-
ber, and we got to fry them boith, Wa
started with the Dunlops, which werg
looking pretly bald by 15 howrs into
the racetrack portion of the test We
werd Talrly sure thal they'd seear ol
before the racetrack session was over
(the GS1000 wwes did oo}, especially
since they already had 800 hard miles
on them. The espare whesls which
Honda supphed had Bridgastona lires
on them, so that's what we used to fin-
mh the test on. (Wheel changing was
a siraghttonward operabon and took
drout 15 minutes. ) Most riders voiced



a Eh-gh;[ preference 1ar the Duniops he-
cause the Bridgestones spun a little
mare rE'F.I'i“';.' wihan EGE-EI"E'TEJII'IT:I oul of
cofners, We can’t Frl'EL"iEl wihich Brand
will lash longer

i1's hard to be smoath while frytng I
rigle fast al emighd, Af firsf. yoid waloh
WL ."lﬂﬂ'ljnl.'g."-'f Desm amd ralow the
trach’s ingide edge through furns.
Than you find landmarke—hushes, py-
fong, sKid Mmarks. paving clanges=to
use a5 shut-off POints, accelaralion
mpomls amd anax markers Your worin
ipconas thal feadiighl beam. Some-
fimas It seams &5 If vers s ng irack be-
PO F Learmimg ovar far & fen shor-
teng tha haadigirt’s rmoge. qiving you
e ymprassion hal you e Feirmmg ot
af frack. Hifing [he brakes shorfens
the beam gran more when the front
Bnd dips. and the frack. seams o
shrirtk again. Yoo brake barder. Souo-
denly you're going 30 mph loo Siow

five only wap o break ouwt of the
mesmarnzing affect of that beam iz fo
look: afvéad past o ooFf owl 8l ity sdge
We were aided by a bDig boght moon
winon 0T up e rack witerr efing U
and reflecied off the pavement o
ENow mMa wal' when i fronl of us, 8t

' Let There Be Light: The Osram Solution

_ A Ithaugh the Honda CBSMIF has an Hi
Quartz-hpdegan headiight hal s a8
brigh! &8 any oihar arginal-egupment
headlnmip; if s8ll s & liftle shorl on &
pich-biack racalrack &1 1530 mph With
lsarming our way araund Willow Springs
Raceway in the dark kooming &8 a pros-
pect In our near lulwrs, it was- easy for
Technical Editar Mirton 1o parsuade s 1o
replace the srock 550 BD-walt Meacthigmnt
Bl with an Osraem 807 100wt st
| Ther Crsram Bulb plugs righl inlo the
shochk aackal and wses 1 slandard beam
and sna. | has high and low beams. and
tha dimmaer switch fumctions normally, Tha
anly possible slectncal prablam will be
widh hikes thal don't haee enough charg
ng autpul o support ha axtra draw, Mos
Bikgs that Comse willy H4 beams should
have enough juice 19 run the Brightar
beam A% long a8 Thers aren 1 A lob of ot

even with the help of the moon [hare
were dark spots. Orther harards
awarfed us oo faceshelds fogging in
tha cold night air, sucidal rabbits bun-
ny=-Nopping across e Irsck, eoyoles
in purspil of the rabbiis, and other
sourrying creatures, Hich did some
funmy-bashing during the GETONG
tesf, budt the fauna escaped fram the
Homnde Tesl willt o casualies

That connact-the-dofs sorf of mighi-
time rlding means fors of abrupt
charges in throfiie seffing, During the
sy you can righ ground smoothily, di-
alirg the throlle open dvenly as ol
axif e corners and keepirrg (f on uobl
the exact inslan! when pou have fo
shoet off and dive for the apex af the
rmaxt cormer. Bul that smaoth Tow is in-
lerrupred &l mighl witen you misjiudgr
soymething or disdge a8 bunny, ¥ou frs-
quenfily lurn the theatte or aad ofl n
mid-bend, You shul off foo =o0on and
go through a cormer a8 gear foo figh
You grab Hhe brokes vnexpeciediy
when a furry sithoustia scampers
glong he adge of the frach

Mighitime racetrack riding demands
a bika that's torgiving, just as sirest
rding does. It made us apprecials the

elecliical accesSories drawing power, The
CBSOLDF was af s limit with the Cssam
bulb on high beam, an eleciric vesl amd
electric gioves all drawing sxtra wattage

Tha bailp we used was &0 Osram Mo
BA18d The high bearm = rated st 200 000
candlepower and the low beam puts ol
TR0, By companson, & Bd-watl hagh
beam puts owt 134,00 candlppraar @nd
a Dh-watl low Daam makes 123,000, Bul
tha lowér watlage bulls have o advan
tage, oo & B0-wall beam is rated fof @
minimum ol 250 hodies of lla, with (Be s
bearn lasting 500 hours. The BO-walf low
beam of The bright bally lasts 150 hours
arsd Bl V)-wat] Mamsant 8 rated for TS
howrs minimum life This means soded ax-
pense and maintenang

e additiongl cendliepawer af 1he
G0V 10 -weall Osram bulb ‘turns a dark roasa
into somrthing akin 1o dayeght &l rormal

BO/100 Wall weed-bumer -fltﬂ], brings
sately to high-speed nighl riders. Its lito

in leas and M coslts more than the normal
H4 bults bul is worih fhe expense.

fr Jdd BFRLTF

LCH900's broad, smoolh powarband
gnd even thraltle response. There's
nane of thial CW-carb abruptness {even
though the 800 has CWe), and there's
much more mid-randgs power than wilh
the CETS0

We aklso apprecialed the cantralba.
bde, ultrd-sirong disc brakes. The S00F
has the same twin-plston calipass Tirst
sean on he 19871 CERTFES0F Each cab-
par usas wo live pistons placed side
by side on the outssde of the discs
This parmits Honda o use a longer
narrower puck than with a convention-
Bl caliper. This i turn permils them to
narrow the swopl area on the disc
which allows them to lighien the disc
since the unswepl &réa can be partial-
Iy Gut away. Tha caliper also has more
mechanical advaniage singce i's brak
ing the outer edge of the rotor. Tha re-
sulis are brakes which are very power-
ful and duratale, yet st progressive
arnough to give excellant braking con-
Irl wihen same af s fan off tha frack
al night info the dusty gravel at the
Boge, l.’J-n-Er-i:nrahlng in that sort of tras
tion would be instant desasier;, undear-
braking would postpone disester |wst 8
litike longer. 'We had ihres off-frack gr-

speeds, and projectad enough Nght 1o
make us-faal gomforable &) ceer 100 mph
on I rscetrack at night. The diffarenca
with a stock bulb s guits dramalic. Tha
low Bramm of e Oaram 8 brighter than a
nofmid bulb's high B=am, The haadight
beams mra about tha Same shapes a5 slock
[since e slandard lens and refliecior 15
retainad), bul the Osram is bBrighlet
throdihoist ihe begm's spread and pens
Irates the night much deeper

Unlariunataly, anyming Brighter fhan |
thie standard 557 B0-wall bulbs are llegml
virtually everywhore. Howevar, we rode
I SIS for several waaks on (he strest
withaut proveking any tickels and sorm-
irgply withaut annoying ofher drivars whan
b low taam was usad. Even o (he ot
casion when one staffer improdently
MOAESEd N On=DomEng POl car with the
fhigh baam, tha Magdhghl recalved no wn-
dagirable officinl atiention, Sinca owary-
thing looks slook, a sireel rider wha
chooses to inslall e ball = nol likely 1o
el m ticket for it itowill dertainty benafil
nighthma roadracars

Ogram is 1he compary which suplias
all the cnginal aquipmant bulbg 1o Gendral
Moors. You can gat more sformation on
their bulbs by wriding Osram Corp , Dapl
WM, Box TOEZ, RD Moo 3, Jeanne Di
Kawburgh; MY 12560, or phone [874)
S64-6%500. Howevar, they're sold Through
distribufors Ours camea rom Helmel
House, Depl MG, 2118 Colorado Ava |
Sama Monica, OA S0, or phone (2131
B20-6405. The suggesied redawl prica 15
£330, which 1= cheapar than & couple ol
driving Bgnits, 11 gives 8 dramalis improve-
manl e nightlime visislity and makes mid-
g in the dark satar
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WET
WEIGHT

GUARTER-
MILE TIME

HIGH-5PEED
PARSSE,
TERMINAL
SPEED

AVERAGE
FUEL
CONSLIMP-
TION

AVERAGE
TOURING
RAMNGE

PR ACVNTIRN

L T T
1881 HONDA CRIOIF Approx. 53400 |

1581 HOMNDA CBIDOC 33598

181 HONDA CETEOF £7908

3400

] 2504 1004y 2200

T
574 Iba

I
18087 § |F:IHLI'A LEMHIF

1980 HONDA CBADIC 610 |bs

1981 HONDA

CHTSOF 555 e |

ah0 501

4[x] 5450 GO0

|
1581 HOMDA,

[ I
TLF}!:H:IE'F 1196 sec , 1124 mph

1EQ0 HOMDS CRSIGE 12 42 sac, 1077 mph

T £ mph

1901 HOMNOA UBTS0F 12 82 sec

106 11.0

| | |
1587 HOMOR r:-ﬂ-!i:":ll' G mph

THA0 HOMERA CEBIDE 77 9 low rangs

734 high range

1080 MONDN CRBMSOF 72,4 mph

L1 Kl

| | I I
1001 HONDA CRIDOF 230 mites

1960 HONDA CBMIDE M2 milas

1881 HOMNDA CRYSDF 222 miles

Suggested retail prica
Warranby

g & manihs, 86000 miles
KNumbar of LS. dealers

Approx. 1800
Recommeandad maintenance intervals 4000 miles
ENGINE
Typa fir-conled ransverse in-line 4-stroke four

Vahme arrangement DOHG, 4 valves. adjusting

shimg on top ol buckels

Displacameant 01 Teo
Baore = stroke G4.2 x 69mm
COMPression Fatd ...l i B8

Carbureiion i, Efmm “EIIHII o qn-*,l_qn'- aincity,

common accelerator pump

Igmition Battery powered transsiarized
& magnetic triggers
Lubrication Wat sump. 4.7 gt., oll coolar
Charging auipud . 280 watts AC
Batiery 12V, 14aH
DRIVETRAIMN
Primary tranamission Link-plate chain & jackshaft,
2.041:1
Clutch 5 plates, wat
Final dnve . hl:l 43-!3 O-ring n:ha-n 4417
CHABEIS
Front suapension Yomm Showa. 6.3 In. ravel

an prefsare adjuslable

Dual Shows YHD dampera

with reservoirs, 4.3 In. wheal traval
adjustments fof comprassion damping
rebound damping, preload

Rear suspension

Fronl braka 2, mngle-action calipers with dual live

pestome, 270mm discs
Rear brake Single-action callper with dual live

pistons, A00mm disc
Front tire .......... <o 28018 Dunlap rib
RV O e e e e 4 25V18 Dunlop K127
Rakestrail ... 275 /433 0 (1 1 O
Wheslbase LB0E In. (151 5mim)

Saal haight, unladen

Fuel capacity e A e A
Wt weight -

Colors
Instrurmenis

22,0 in, (813mm)
5.3 gal (20 1t
578 lbs. {Z62H0)

. Black or silver

Snaedumaler '|.-=|-:"h11lr|1_-|:r|r odomatar,

resaliable tripmeter

PERFORMANCE

Fuel consumption

Average touring range

Best G-mila accelaration ...

200-yd. fop-gear

accelaration from 50 mph ... TB.E-mph terminal speed

APM at &0 mph, top gear 5 4130 {obaarvad)

Calculaled speerd

in gears at (redlingy ...

22 1o 48 mpg, 43.3 mpg ave
I L 4 230 miles
I'I ':Iﬁ- sac,. 1124 mph

(2600} 158 55 mph
.Enu 78 mph; 3rd 100 mph
din 120 mph; 5th 139 mph

Approx. 3400 |




curarang and no disasters. Braking on
tha shrast and treck was just as im-
pressive—lols of power and conirol
Wa'll repeat whal we sald when we
firsl used the new lwin piston calipars
on the ‘81 CBTS0F thesa are the bes
production-line brakes we've risd

Fs almast 4:00 a.m. The anly thirg
fhat's keeping vou alive s the Widder
Lecinc west pumping heal o under
yiir loathers. Vs 5o codd thal ewvery-
omg gise fas gone inside the mafor-
Romes, while pou're oul hare frping (o
maitain a Fl-mph average in iha
reazing mighl. They'ré probably all
a5reen. Even the rabbile have gons
bLack in ftheir holes fo warnt up, Thal
bunoh outside furn - gix hasml shown

o far halt an hogr, Where's your refiel
ricer® ¥ou can't stop wnlll he's ready
fo go and Nazhes wou the pit sign.
Whaf i} you crashed now? No ane
would Enow. If the bike's fights wenf
cul, they'd maver find you uatl! marn
ing. You'd just hava o e there and ba
ealan by e gifa monstars, What If the
fwhe brore down mow? Fou'od have fo
sk if in by poursail, Af lpast than you
gl el warem

Wa didn't expect anyihing excep
thi lires to wear oul or break during
the 24-hour thrash. Mos! madern
sporiing bikes shoukd stand up to this
s0rt of use, éven though it isn't exacthy
normal Nonathelesa, Honda supplied
# spare- bike—salill in the crabe—jest in

case soms three-cent part broke or fedl
off. In addition, they also supplied a
gel of spare whieals and firas, which
witra the only paris we used, Wea sygn
completed the entire test with the
same spark plugs (NGK DEEAs) 1hat
cama in the bike During the raceirack
partian o (ke tesl, the bike used a
duart of ol aboul every threa or four
hours {210 to 300 mikes) and smokad
visibily whan the throttle was snapped
snul &t redline when en I:vanng COIMmErs
Howeesr, back on the strest aftar the
racetrack session, oil consumplon re-
lurned fo & normal rate—less than a
fuart every 1000 miles

The anly ather problem—which was
na fault of the bike's—was & batery
valtage drop. Wae'd been running the
B0 1 00-walt headlighl using boith
beams and had a Lectric Vest and
Qloves plugged In. This lowered bai-
tefy vallage #nowgh so that the siarar
motor was reluctan! to aparate afer a
pit stop. With slightly bess load, the
Daltery guickly recharged,

Running for 24 hours af racing
aspeeds didn't really cause any prob-
lgms. Wa lubed the chain hourly and i
went the distance on two adjustmenis
Thera ware no oil lsaks Mothing came
lzose. The brake pads had plenty of
sarvice befl, |n Facl the bikegave evary
indication of being ready to go anothar
24 houwrs. It just needed riders

Somehow, whan the sun comes up
after & long might of any Shequous ac-
tivity. i seams ke you're aimost done.
Hiowewar, we were anly halfway o the
o, The dangers of darknoss were
goiie end ouwr faster riders seftied
dowd o fack op Some &8sl lap himes
The guick-time hattle evolved into &
fwo-ntan aonfes! befween Jaff and
Hen Both had been furming 7488 ai
fmight with an occasions! 1:47 fram
Joff, the more axperierced night aoer
with three 24-hour races under his kid-
rey bell With daylighl fo help tham,
the fwo rapdly dropped thasr lap fimas
into the 143 brackel, then infa tha
425 Jeff seamed fo be Mars congis-
tat and was the first fimed with a 1:41,
buf Ker Bnally bagged the prize {a
worn-out Dumlop K12T) when he was
fmed &1 140 5 garny in the aflarmoon

Tha rest of us were content to say
batow fve 150 mark, amd several rd.
#rs experimented with running the
frack backwsard. Thiz added about two
adconds to lap ires, bol 8 coople af
ridars found that they preferred fo ride
fhie IraCK counfer-closkwise

Afler o cald might with Ettle skesp
and plenty of exertion, the laat thing
you want is 1o ride an uncomioriable
molorcycle. Howaver, evaryone was
still rarin” to ride the B00F Besides the
treedom from vibraton afforded h"p' thie
ribbar-mounted engine, the CBEI0OF
coddles the rider with its seal, riding
posihion and nde. A slightly ditferent
consistancy makes the seal more
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comtortabde han the 750'5. Long rides
an the S00F confirmed that ihe saddie
B more comly |Ban an average big
bike seat and guilte adequate Tor lour-
ing. ‘s aiso low enough 1o let short-
Egged fiders feel a bit moe secure
fhan on other one-ller machines.

The handlebar is lowaer than the
CBYS0F bar, but not as low as the Eu-
ropean model's cale-type bar. The
American S00F's ber has a four-inch
riga, foo high for the rscedrack’s 100-
rmph pace bul a perfect compromiss
foi stresl use. I's not so high Ehat il
holds ywou ball upright 0 the wind's
blasl &t highway speads and not o
low a5 lo be awkward or uncamion-
abde in cily traffic. The “semi-up'’ bar
(&% Honda's in-housae litereture de-
soribes i) leans you comiorably inko
tha wind at highway speeds and is po-
sitbored wisll in relalion to the seat and
tootpega.

wath full-sott suspension settings
thie BOOE's rider 15 absolutely first-class
Comphance was slill good svan whan
ihe suspansion adjustments werns
tightensd up lor the racefrack. Honda
gives cradil to high-technology fea-
tures like the stiction-reducing dual
synialiic bushings in the fork, but ba-
sic itams ke choice of lires, springs
and damping rales are just as impor-
tant as tha high-iech pigaces.

The S00F iz quite plush enough to
make & Succasstul tourer, especially i

your touring plans include rushes
down thoze squiggly lines on your
road map, The 5 3-gallon tank offers
plenty of range at our 43.3-mpyg aver-
age, too, (We didn’l include the race-
irack session—whare we averaged
21 8 mpg—into that average,] Your
highwaay milsage will probably be clos-
gr to our 48-mpg high lusl-consump-
tion ligure,

By the Hme we'd done owr madday
wheal change, i was obvious that,
barning a crash or major falure ihe
CHROMFE would easily breaak the
GET1000's 24-hour fast distance. With
about fwo howrs to ga, the B9 howled
past the 1533-mite mark, but we kept
rigivt an wringieg if ouf fo the end. Tha
inpmafer showsd 16580 miles when (he
"24 HOURS' pit sign came out that
evaring, We'd averaged FO.4 mph in-
cleding #re changes, pil stops and av-
erything, Tha S0OF had run near red-
live for 24 howrs withodt & bicowp, The
brakes had slowed the bike over 3000
tirves. The fransmission had sven en-
disrgd MY hgh-rpm ghifts famd Hhe
g#ngine had survived some horrific
ower-ravving. witen we missed shiflsh
Almost 77 gatons of gas had gone
through the engquine. Nothing had bro-
kin, which waz a good thing, since ihe
Editpr had to ride i home

lrapically, the bike's closes) call
catreE in e fest furn atter the race-
frach; wiare an unseen ol slck gimast

put it Raf-nide-down furning anfo the
frEsway on-ramp

After 24 hours of intense thrashing
and 40 milas of streset use which was
only corgarvative by comparson, fhe
CBO00F |= easy o recommend to &
sporting rider. [ts only Haw is & cantan-
kerous gearbox. On the plus side are
superbike parformance, axcelient han-
dling, plush-comfart and an impressive
display of rabability. Even the price—
which will probably be somewhers in
the $3200 to 53400 range—is right.
That's aboul S600 kess than all the oth-
er suparbike prices we've Seen gl-
though ane of Kawasaki's 1000z may
be close. The owners will also probably
save maney on the CBBOOF's insur-
anca, sinoe mosl iNSurence compa-
nles have higher rates for bikes ower
1000,

AE always, prce wouldn't mattar i
the CES00F wasn't such 5 well-round-
ad motorcycle: |t joing the Suzuki
GE1000 as one of the very fow motor-
cyGles capable of blending raceirack
speed and handling with long-distance
tosaring comfort, And it brings its own
touch of siyla.

The dream sporting riders had of the
Eurcpean Honda CBA00F is now here
in real stesl. The lines are already
forming al Honda dealers, bul you're
faing 1o have fo wait behind some af
uzs who have already pul our orders
in M

OFff The
Record

Il geds predty discouraging You 1aks a
ke out fo the racetrack and apend all day
ardd &l night beaking it up, snd what do
yiu gel? A sore neck, The motorsyole will
fol braak, Think of the shame! We'te sup-
posed 1o be professsonal bike-destiogers
Soensad fo kel W can't even gel a it
ail lmak or g few |onse nuds and bots oul
of @ brand new bike that shoubd still have
soime bugs in il—even with 24 hars o do
it 1w Fiamilisn g,

Mol ondy 1hal, bul hare [ am. he Tormarhy
prowd ownar of two GS10004, forcad to
adamit thiat This new upstart from Hordda is
baHer able to do what | want 8 molarcyche
o do than my Surukis. | mean, this 900
handles Dallier, sbops batler, vibratas legs,
Tied a5 well, has a saddie 1hal's almost as
poon ardd |5 resErly as fast at the dragsirip
By, you tnlk aboul deprassing naws

—Art Frimvman

Two years ago, e bos-stock lap record
ground Willow Springs Raoeway was held
by 4 CHX at 1:43 and soma changs, Since
then it ras been basted mone than onco,
masl racanlly by Whitnay Blakaslay, g lo-
cal AP club racer who raraly loses, He
sat e new racord sl an incredible 138
gn maule o stomping 1he open-classens
onoa agan. Yo can et his Kawasakl
| K000 WKl is as clase o being likegal &8
| he rules parmit. The best | could get aut

al the CEA0D wias in the low 1,405 That's
raa| fas] for a showroom slocker with
nighway handigbars, push Suspansion,
tall gearing and cormering accelaration
limited by Righ-mileage tired. 11 the TEI00
wad lumed o its full polenial, geared for
tha frack, hitad with stifter SUBDERSIDN and
a el of Fisallis or Melzelers and otharwiss
rate-prepared, I'm willing to bet that fhe
Fhrae-sacond Gap could e chosed 1o nsar
Blakestay's 1:30. Mot too shabby at all,
comsidering the CBHI0 15 at a 100ce dis-
advantage. Yes, [ was warth ihe wall.
=Han Vroake

Last year. whan Honda refused 1o im-
parl the Europsan version ol (ke CBD00F
inka the Uniind Stales, some of us fell we
werg purpogely Being negiactad, To oth-
&5 il appeared Honda was simply baitimg
=5, fatlaning us up Tar the kil &% in most
Ccanes, he acteal reason behasd iBs -
show last YEAP WaE Dasae rr'czu!l:ﬂmg siraha-
oy, AL IFal e the sale of CETS0Fs was
5l oo the Upward swing, and imporiing
the Eurgpaan BI0F would have been lika
slifting their own necks. This year ke
T50F =ales finally leveled oM and Honda
et the FS0F would be able 1o hold s own
in gpete ol M8 bigger brother - ocsing i, 1
you me ore o Those who waited with baled
oraath, consider iE well warthwhile, be-
causs |he delay aclually gave Homnda the
fime to improve e European madel one
=160 lurther. This Armencan varsion s bak-
ter than its European cowderpan. 0 has
bigoer diamatar lorks. & rubber-mounded
anging and more sophisticated resr

shocks And il's an shapdule draam on the
raceirack, comparable o the fullliecgad
racing swparbikes of saveral pears ago
Handa was smart, read Gmar. They didnt
want 1 el ke A horsepowar war wilh
Suauki mnd Kawasakl, bid yel they've pro-
duced a machine which will likely cul
deaply info the superbika markat. | guess
tihal's why 1hey're number one,

—fith Cor

It's besn. g long fime smce 've ndden - a
big streed bike lhal's os well bahaved &8
the CBSOLF s p bike wih almesl no
wizak poinds, ard a lob of sfrong anes. |t
miakes g mone (RN adeoguate foerar. with
i= smoath rida arad vibrationless angine
And it's & poy arourd lown with s crsp
carburetion and 11-sacond powar. More
amazing fo me is tha facl ihal aboal the
anly thing you need 1o da 1o maka tha bike
racedrack roady mBoremova he rearviaw
mirrcrs, Haally.

The only place whare ihe Honda guys
el shorl was in the gaarbox design. Like
thex Handa 7508, the S is a predty miser-
able shifler The action s stif anough 1o
form o callous on pour shifling foe. and
missad GRAME Are Cidmaeon if you pal at-all
glappy with your shifling practices. Missad
grars al tha dragsirip had the engima il
ing away abave 12,000 rpm on sevaral oo-
casions—a irbute 1o e motor's durability
and he gearbox’s inepditede.

in spibe of As incompaient cog-box, the
CRBOOF |5 58l my levorile Superbike of all
T

— et K
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